The Medieval Church and Economic Expansion


Subject: Global Studies I

Benchmark: Chartres Cathedral

Standards: 2A, 2C

TOPIC: The Medieval Church and Economic Expansion

MAJOR IDEA: Chartres Cathedral is one of the oldest and most significant medieval cathedrals.  By studying Chartres we can learn a great deal about the importance of the medieval church and its educational and cultural contributions.  The town of Chartres is also typical of many medieval towns and can help us to understand the way that life in a medieval city or town would have been different from a more traditional life on a Manor.

SUGGESTED AIMS:
· How did the church act as the center of medieval life?

· In what ways could men and women choose to serve the church?  What were their lives like in service?

· What cultural and educational contributions did the medieval church make?

· Why did some see the need to reform the medieval church?

· What are guilds? 

· How was life in a medieval town different from life on a Manor?

VISUAL EXAMPLES:

· Map of the town of Chartres

· Images of stained glass from Chartres

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

· Just as Chartres Cathedral is situated at the center of the town of Chartres, so was the medieval church situated at the center of all medieval life.  Ask students to create a web with the church at the center, showing all the aspects of medieval life that were influenced by the church.

· Many medieval men and women choose to serve the church as priests, monks and nuns.  Have students write a diary entry of the daily life of someone in service to the church near Chartres.  Be sure to highlight the ways that these people acted as preservers of education and culture.  

· The role of women in medieval Europe was severely limited as education was not generally open to women who were not nobility or serving the church as nuns.  Write out your thoughts as if you were a medieval peasant girl trying to decide if you should go into a nunnery near Chartres.  What are the pros and cons of entering a nunnery or remaining where you are?  

· The Academy at Chartres was one of the earliest centers of humanistic thought.  This philosophy eventually led to some of the biggest changes within the church.  Do you think that institutions are best changed from within or without?  Write a short paper about the ways that you might like to change some institution that you are a part of (church, school, club).  How does this compare to the reform movements that were a part of the medieval church?

· Various craft guilds played a large part in the construction of Chartres Cathedral.  Both the masons and the glaziers at Chartres had their own guilds which can be traced through inscriptions within the building.  How did membership in a guild protect these artisans and their craft?  Why do you think that stained glass windows were marked with the name of the guild rather than the name of individual artisans?  

· Interview someone who is a member of a union today.  What are the similarities between modern unions and medieval guilds?  If a guild member at Chartres had been treated unfairly, what are some of the ways he or she could have addressed this injustice?  Are any of these methods used by union members today?  Make a list of the similarities between the two.  

· The residents of the town of Chartres were lucky enough to live in a thriving religious and educational center with many trades and commercial activities to sustain it.  The residents of the town, therefore, were not under the control of a feudal lord and had much more freedom.  Make a list of the freedoms that residents of a medieval town would have had.  Write up a town charter which guarantees these freedoms once signed by the owner of the land.  

RESOURCES:

· http://www.bc.edu/bc_org/avp/cas/fnart/arch/chartres_glass1.html - additional images of the stained glass windows at Chartres.

SUGGESTED READINGS:

· Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follet. Mass Market Paperback. 1996.

HOMEWORK:
· The stained glass windows at Chartres are one of the buildings most important features.  They depict many religious stories, but also give us many clues to the nature of everyday life in Medieval Europe.  Study one of the windows to see what you can learn about medieval clothing and customs and then create a cartoon for your own stained glass window that will provide the same type of information about your life today.  

· The men and women who served the medieval church were instrumental in passing on the knowledge of the past.  As the church took over medieval Europe, much of the knowledge of the ancients was lost to the everyday people.  The only way this information survived was by being transcribed and saved in the numerous monasteries throughout Europe.  One of the most common vehicles for recopying this information was called an illuminated manuscript.  This illustrated book provided ornate pictures to accompany the text.  Ask students to find an example of an illuminated manuscript and create a page of their own telling a story about medieval life.  

· Draw a sketch of the town of Chartres based on what you know about medieval towns.  Remember that conditions would have been cramped, roads narrow and unpaved, and that the cathedral would have been at the center of the town with outlying farm fields beyond the walls of the city.
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